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The author
whizzes
through mini-
conversations al
it speed-dating
event at DC's

K Streel Lounge.

Single life in Washington is nothing if not an adventure.
There's the good, the bad, and often the comical.

Here’s a guide to making the most of it, starting with
one woman's journey through the dating maze.

[ iy JULIA FELDMEIER ]

I'M 25, have lived in 1D three vears, and
have been unartached for most of that
e, Sure, there |I.|'.| |.1|.'|'|1 ] !.n,".'. '.|11|||
lived romances, a handful of crushes and
casual dates, o few il-considercd Mings, and
countless profiered business cards ( laver
discarded into the free-lunch lotcery ar
Chipotle: There was no chanee 'd contact
them, but they lud a shot at a burrito), Bui
ot much maore,

Sovwhen [ser out tooround-eest dating ser
vices —{rom online marchimakers to speed
dating—mw fricods were hysterical  *You're
totally gotng to Falldn love!™ 1 My mom was
appralled (*You're what?™ ) [ was imrigued

[ srarted with March,com, which boasts
B mmillion members, [rseemed casy enoughi:
Foandd a profle, find love,

Writing a clever wo? T marveled ar my
wittiness, Posting photos? | thumbed
through albums and pulled our several of
e ar iy st tan and Blonde, | Mo matter
that they were mostly from 2001, when |
was i college. Who's counting the vears?)

Mareh allowes users to build a profile and
senad evber “winks™ for tree. D signed up for
the 30 one-montl subseriprion, which

lets users ¢ mail one another and see who

|5.l'- lodked ar then I.'III.'iII.' | |.||' et |:||'~.
viewed me” teatire s both mildly distorls
g ancd validating: Within one week, maore
than 200 men had peeked ae my profile
Twor hundred guvs checking me out!

I wanted tor the wanks and e-mails o roll
i And they did—Dbur none of the guys
appealed to me, They were too old (over
U0y, posor perone more than ten males out
sicle the Distrct ), or were just berking fora
“triend with benefies.”

Because scrolling throueh Marehocom
Fll'l.lllll.'x had become a Top procristiiaion
exercise, |'d compiled an impressive roster
isl Buys '\-'\.hllll'| |‘;| I|.||,':!'_n! “mv Lvories,
I decided o play pursuer, winking vl my
cvber-face hure and taking the more pro
active step of e-mailing. The frst guy [ ¢
matled seemed perfect: smart (Gan Tvy-edu
cated lawyer); funny £ % The best part abouwi
my job: bailching up statte electrcity by
shuftling across the carper and then touch
ill'_.: thi illdp.l:'\ ear™ ol s ||1||1!',|1. cilile §are
those photos from collepe? ). And ofall the
|'IIH|1JL"1 'd read, s was the ondy one thar
allewed that he drank “regulardy.” An hon
est van with a solid liver—-1 was simitten

S0 1 wrote him aclever e-mall commend
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